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U.S. to See Up to $2.33 Billion in
Automotive Project Starts in Fourth-
Quarter 2015
U.S. automotive observers have predicted the
industry will sell more than 17 million light vehicles
this year, marking the sixth straight year of growth
following the recession of 2009. According to the
latest U.S. Federal Reserve industrial production
report, however, the manufacture of motor vehicles
and parts in August fell 6.4% from July, the largest drop in more than four years, which in
turn could moderate economic growth for the entire third quarter. Still, production in August
was 6.9% higher than the same month a year earlier. Industrial Info is tracking 275 active
U.S. automotive projects worth $2.33 billion with fourth-quarter 2015 capital and
maintenance project kickoffs. This includes 200 plant maintenance projects, worth $223
million.

Continue Reading >>>

September Spending Indices - Power,
Manufacturing Give Boost to Tepid
Spending Growth
At the end of August, planned project starts in 2015
are down nearly 3% across the U.S., Canada and
Mexico, compared to the same time in 2014. Western
Canada, thanks to delays in oil sands projects and
accompanying infrastructure has seen the value of
its planned project starts slashed in half from last
year, from almost $63 billion to $29.7 billion.

However, when viewed by industry, there are a few sectors that have emerged relatively
strong this year, in particular the Power and Industrial Manufacturing industries. Planned
spending in the Power Industry has jumped from $69.25 billion in 2014 to $87.43 billion this
year, an increase of more than 26%. Industrial Manufacturing, which includes freight and
commuter rail projects, has risen from $49.6 billion in planned spending at the end of
August 2014 to $73.2 billion this year, a $47.6% increase.

Continue Reading >>>

Peak Labor Demand Looms for U.S.
Gulf Coast
Industrial Info's most recent quarterly update to its
Gulf Coast Labor Supply, Demand & Wage Rate
Analysis continues to demonstrate that the U.S. Gulf
Coast is the hottest region in the country for
industrial project activity. The Gulf Coast region
between Brownsville, Texas, and Pascagoula,
Mississippi, has the largest concentration of future
spending of anywhere in the country. Over the next five years, an estimated $284.3 billion will
be spent in this region, compared to only $158.2 billion in spending from 2010 through
2014. Labor demand in the region has consistently increased since 2013 and is forecast to
reach a peak of 183.5 million hours in 2017, representing growth of approximately 84% from
2013 levels.

Continue Reading >>>

Upcoming Tradeshows & Events
Click below to learn more about upcoming
tradeshows where Industrial Info will be exhibiting
and events that we will be hosting. 

View Upcoming Events >>>

New Products & Resources
Gulf Coast Industrial Locator Map Series - 2015
Edition

Industrial Info's 2015 Gulf Coast Locator Map Series
identifies and shows plants that are currently in
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operation or under construction in the Gulf Coast
region.

View New Products >>>
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U.S. to See Up to $2.33 Billion in Automotive Project Starts in
Fourth-Quarter 2015

U.S. automotive observers have predicted the industry will sell more than 17 million light
vehicles this year, marking the sixth straight year of growth following the recession of 2009.
According to the latest U.S. Federal Reserve industrial production report, however, the
manufacture of motor vehicles and parts in August fell 6.4% from July, the largest drop in
more than four years, which in turn could moderate economic growth for the entire third
quarter. Still, production in August was 6.9% higher than the same month a year earlier.
Industrial Info is tracking 275 active U.S. automotive projects worth $2.33 billion with fourth-
quarter 2015 capital and maintenance project kickoffs. This includes 200 plant maintenance
projects, worth $223 million.

Not too surprisingly, Michigan, with its deep automotive roots, is home to 50 project kickoffs
with a combined spend of nearly $1.17 billion. Four high-dollar projects in Michigan, worth
nearly $959 million, fall in the unconfirmed category. Next comes Alabama, with 29 projects
worth $407 million, reflecting the rise of the South as a motor vehicle manufacturing
juggernaut. Ohio comes in third, with $135 million for 32 projects.

In Tuscaloosa, Alabama, SMP Automotive Systems, part of India's Samvardhana Motherson
Group (SMG), plans to kick off construction of a 700,000-square-foot auto parts facility, with a
total investment value of $150 million. The plant will supply the Mercedes Benz U.S.
International plant in Vance, Alabama, according to a press release by Alabama Governor
Robert Bentley. The project will receive $27 million in state incentives, according to news
media reports. Project completion is slated for fourth-quarter 2017. For details on this
construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.

Meanwhile, planning is under way for expansion of Gestamp North America's plant in
Chattanooga, Tennessee. Gestamp, part of Corporacion Gestamp (Madrid, Spain), makes
parts for Volkswagen (Wolfsburg, Germany). Two expansion projects at Chattanooga each
have a total investment value of $120 million. A new stamping facility will accommodate
stamping of Class A parts, including external metals skin for a new mid-size sports utility
vehicle. Wieland-Davco Corporation (Lansing, Michigan) is serving as general contractor.
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.

General Motors Corporation (NYSE:GM) (Detroit, Michigan) plans to spend $119 million to
expand its engine components plant in Wyoming, Michigan. GM plans to renovate 500,000
square feet of manufacturing space and install new equipment to boost its production of
Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadillac components. Completion of the expansion is set for
fourth-quarter 2016. For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project
report.

Listed below is a summary of other U.S. automotive projects with fourth-quarter kickoffs:

$108 Million: Hyundai Motor Group's Montgomery Vehicle Assembly
Manufacturing Plant Expansion in Montgomery, Alabama
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.
$100 Million: Cooper-Standard Automotive's Goldsboro Automotive Plastic Trim
Manufacturing Plant Refurbishment in Goldsboro, North Carolina
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.
$80 Million: Gillig LLC's Livermore Grassroot Transit Bus Mfg Plant in Livermore,
California
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.
$80 Million: Kamtek Incorporated's Birmingham Grassroot Automotive Component
Manufacturing Plant in Birmingham, Alabama
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.
$55 Million: Yanfeng USA Automotive Trim Systems, Incorporated's Chattanooga
Automotive Interior Trim Component Manufacturing Plant Renovation in
Chattanooga, Tennessee
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.
$54 Million: Anton Haring KG's Hartwell Grassroot Fuel Injection Systems
Manufacturing Plant in Hartwell, Georgia
For details on this construction project, see Industrial Info's project report.

The fourth-quarter kickoffs include 253 projects, worth $804 million, which are in the
engineering phases and even early stages of construction. However, 22 projects, valued at
more than $1.5 billion, are still in the planning phases, where plenty of factors could
increase, decrease or eliminate the expected spending.

Industrial Info Resources (IIR), with global headquarters in Sugar Land, Texas, five offices in
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North America and 10 international offices, is the leading provider of global market
intelligence specializing in the industrial process, heavy manufacturing and energy markets.
Industrial Info's quality-assurance philosophy, the Living Forward Reporting Principle™,
provides up-to-the-minute intelligence on what's happening now, while constantly keeping
track of future opportunities.

Please enter any questions or suggestions below.

Questions/Suggestions:

Send
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September Spending Indices - Power, Manufacturing Give Boost
to Tepid Spending Growth
Project Spending Index

At the end of August, planned project starts in 2015 are down nearly 3% across the U.S.,
Canada and Mexico, compared to the same time in 2014. Western Canada, thanks to delays
in oil sands projects and accompanying infrastructure has seen the value of its planned
project starts slashed in half from last year, from almost $63 billion to $29.7 billion.

However, when viewed by industry, there are a few sectors that have emerged relatively
strong this year, in particular the Power and Industrial Manufacturing industries. Planned
spending in the Power Industry has jumped from $69.25 billion in 2014 to $87.43 billion this
year, an increase of more than 26%. Industrial Manufacturing, which includes freight and
commuter rail projects, has risen from $49.6 billion in planned spending at the end of
August 2014 to $73.2 billion this year, a $47.6% increase.

Among the regions that benefit most from the increased spending in these industries is the
U.S. Southwest, which has seen an increase of about $5 billion in planned Power Industry
spending and $4 billion in Industrial Manufacturing spending. As with most of the nation, the
increased spending in the Southwest comes from a combination of renewable energy and
natural gas projects. Among the largest projects are two combined-cycle, natural gas-fired
addition projects in Texas with a combined total investment value of $1.5 billion. Wind power
project in Texas and Oklahoma account for than $8 billion in planned spending.

The Industrial Manufacturing Industry includes several diverse projects in development, with
the Greater Dallas-Fort Worth area accounting for a substantial amount of spending. In
Arlington, Texas, General Motor Company's (NYSE:GM) (Detroit, Michigan) expansion of an
SUV and pickup assembly plant is adding to $1.4 billion to the value of planned project
starts, while two data center projects in Forth Worth and Plano are contributing a combined
$1 billion in total spending.

More information can be found by subscribing to Industrial Info's online database products.

Please enter any questions or suggestions below.

Questions/Suggestions:

Send
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Peak Labor Demand Looms for U.S. Gulf Coast, Despite Project
Delays

Industrial Info's most recent quarterly update to its Gulf Coast Labor Supply, Demand &
Wage Rate Analysis continues to demonstrate that the U.S. Gulf Coast is the hottest region
in the country for industrial project activity. The Gulf Coast region between Brownsville,
Texas, and Pascagoula, Mississippi, has the largest concentration of future spending of
anywhere in the country. Over the next five years, an estimated $284.3 billion will be spent in
this region, compared to only $158.2 billion in spending from 2010 through 2014. Labor
demand in the region has consistently increased since 2013 and is forecast to reach a peak
of 183.5 million hours in 2017, representing growth of approximately 84% from 2013 levels.

Along with labor demand, peak project spending in
the U.S. Gulf Coast region is also forecast to occur in
2017 and is estimated to be $64.1 billion that year,
up from the previous forecast of $62.9 billion. Tony
Salemme, vice president of Industrial Info's Craft
Labor Group, explains: "Part of what we're seeing
here is the effect of low natural gas prices on
planned industrial project activity in the region. Year-to-date project fallout is higher than last
year, but we're actually seeing very few cancellations or projects being placed on hold. What
we are seeing is an increasing number of projects being pushed out to a later date, which is
increasing planned spending and project activity in 2016 and 2017."

Salemme points out that regardless of where the crude oil price currently sits, the low price
of natural gas feedstock for a variety of chemical projects is driving the increased spending.
In addition, oil and gas production continues to be a strong driver of project activity. Over the
past six years, Industrial Info has tracked more than 1,800 executed projects for pipelines,
terminals and midstream oil and gas processing facilities.

Nevertheless, the fall in crude prices has definitely started affecting the development of
some of the region's largest projects: LNG liquefaction and export facilities. "Global LNG
prices are linked to crude oil pricing, and as landed LNG spot prices continue to tumble in
key markets, increasing scrutiny is being applied to the current raft of proposed projects,"
says Salemme. "To account for this, Industrial Info applies a probability factor to these
projects and accounts for only those with at least a 70% probability of moving ahead in our
data analysis."

Interestingly, although on a cumulative basis labor in the Gulf
Coast Region is set to peak in 2017, only two of the 11
metropolitan areas between Brownsville and Pascagoula
show individual labor demand peaks that year. These zones
are the Lake Charles and Baton Rouge metropolitan areas.
Lake Charles, in particular, remains one of the busiest areas
in the Gulf Coast region, with a forecast labor demand of more

than 44.5 million craft labor hours in 2017, representing an increase of almost 13 million
man-hours from 2015. Other areas, including Greater Houston and Corpus Christi, are
forecast to experience peak labor demand in 2016. As labor demand in these areas ebbs
after 2017, other key markets such as the Beaumont/Port Arthur area, Brownsville and
Pascagoula are expected to begin ramping up spending, drawing on available resources
throughout the region and experiencing peak construction periods in 2018, 2019 and 2020.

Industrial Info's Gulf Coast Craft Labor Market Analysis uses information taken directly from
Industrial Info's database of thousands of past, present and future capital and maintenance
projects. This unique, "on-the-ground" project information allows us to forecast which crafts
will experience demand growth or contraction in the coming years for each of the 11 regions
covered. For example, while in Houston demand for machine operators and welders is
expected to show some of the strongest growth in 2016, down the road in Corpus Christi,
demand for pipefitters will experience the strongest increase in demand.

Information regarding wages and capital and maintenance spending reaches back to 2012
and is forecast out to 2020, based on Industrial Info's extensive research into plant and
project activity, and wage rates for 12 skilled craft trades. Industrial Info quantifies the risks
for each metropolitan area by year, and tracks and forecasts wage rate movement. The
estimated deficits and surpluses by craft for each metropolitan area are reported for future
years.

In addition to the Gulf Coast, Industrial Info has built Labor Analysis and Forecast solutions
for the Great Lakes region, Ontario, the Upper Midwest & Rockies, Pennsylvania and more.
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For additional information, please call or email Tony Salemme, vice president of Industrial
Info's Craft Labor Group, at (209) 547-9878 or tsalemme@industrialinfo.com.

Please enter any questions or suggestions below.

Questions/Suggestions:

Send
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Upcoming Tradeshows & Events

Market Outlook

Industrial Info is pleased to be returning to Baton Rouge for our popular annual Industrial
Market Outlook and Networking Event! Industrial Info is currently tracking 8,500 capital and
maintenance projects worth $530 billion that are set to begin construction in the next 12
months in the U.S. and Canada, including more than $68 billion of projects along the Texas
and Louisiana Gulf Coast.

RSVP today

Tradeshows

Booth #H18
October 4 - 6, 2015
Abu Dhabi, UAE
Abu Dhabi National
Exhibition Centre

October 22 - 23, 2015
New York, New York
New York Marriot Marquis

Booth #8092
October 25 - 27, 2015
San Antonio, Texas 
Henry B. Gonzalez Conv. Ctr.

Booth #D412
October 27 - 30, 2015
Singapore
Singapore Expo

Please enter any questions or suggestions below.

Questions/Suggestions:
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New Products & Resources

Gulf Coast Industrial Locator Map Series - 2015 Edition

Industrial Info's 2015 Gulf Coast Locator Map Series identifies and shows plants that are
currently in operation or under construction in the Gulf Coast region. In addition to providing
a geographical location and basic features such as owner, plant name, primary SIC code
and telephone number for these plants, the maps indicate where spending activity is
occurring among these plants.

The four maps cover specific geographies: the Southern Texas Gulf Coast; the Northern
Texas Gulf Coast; the Louisiana Gulf Coast; and the Alabama, Mississippi and Florida Gulf
Coast. Maps are available for purchase individually or as part of discounted bundles.

Gulf Coast Industrial Spending Activities Wall Map- 2015 Edition

Industrial Info is tracking more than $365 billion in industrial projects that are under way or
planned to begin in the future along the U.S. Gulf Coast. In addition to showing the
geographic location of facilities where spending is occurring, plant listings on this map
feature:

Owner Name
Plant Name
Plant Operating Status (planned, engineered, operational, under construction,
closed, shuttered)
Plant SIC Code
Union Representation
Geo-Reference (State and County/Parish)
Telephone Number
Status of Spending Activity categorized in to three major groups:

Project(s) started prior to 2015
Project(s) planned to start construction in 2015
Project(s) planned to start construction beyond 2015
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